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Minutes of the Board of Selectpersons
~

July 16, 2012

7:00 PM Meeting held at the Embden Town Office

In attendance was: 
Ruth Blake, Jean & Don Cole, Robert Dunphy, Rodney Hatch, Ernest Hilton, Terriann Lamontagne, Leo Mayo, Wayne McLaughlin, Elizabeth Pratt, Charles Taylor, Raymond Young, and Bonnie Baker.

1 Charles Taylor called the meeting to order at 19:02.
2 The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

3 Consent Agenda:

3.1 Approved the minutes of the Board of Selectpersons dated July 2, 2012. Accepted as written.(3-0) 
3.2 Reviewed Warrant #14 totaling $142,046.93. (3-0)
4 Appointments & Resignations: None
5 Department Officials Reports:

5.1 E-911 – No Report. 
5.1.1 E. Pratt stated that E. Ketchum had said she would not put up another KCR sign until August 1st.

5.2 Winter Roads Contractor – No Report.

5.3 Animal Control – B. Baker submitted written report from ACO.  BOS reviewed.
5.4 Board of Assessors –
5.4.1 R. Hatch stated they were progressing as far as the commitment is concerned.  He stated T. Lamontagne and R. Young had been doing a lot of site visits, but they still had a way to go.
5.4.2 He submitted a copy of the report done by the State of Maine each year, basically an audit.  R. Hatch explained that the state required a minimum rating of 79%, and the closer to 100% you are, you are right where the state wants you to be.  He stated that they try to be as close to 90% as possible; in 2012 they were rated at 97%, and 2013 was 96%.
5.4.3 C. Taylor stated that there was a drop in valuation in 2012, and again in 2013.  R. Hatch added that this was the second year in a row there was a very small drop.  C. Taylor replied, “That’s great.  Thank you.”

5.4.4 R. Hatch stated that maps 004 and 007 had been changed.  He explained that a landowner was questioning their acreage, and the more the Assessors got looking into it, the more they were unsure what those properties should be. He stated that there would be one more minor change next year.  C. Taylor asked what year S&B had done the town line, and if it had been done over Black Hill.  R. Young said no.  R. Hatch stated that they did the Concord Line in 2000.  R. Hatch stated that they would be sending a letter to those landowners affected by the changes.  C. Taylor asked whether New Portland was more receptive to doing a full boundary survey now.  T. Lamontagne stated she had just told them about it a half hour ago and there were only 2 Selectmen there.  R. Dunphy asked, “Don’t both boards have to agree and until then it is where it was?”  C. Taylor asked if the deeds were that ambiguous.  
5.4.5 R. Hatch stated T. Lamontagne had told him about Flash Earth and it was a better, more recent program. 

5.4.6 R. Hatch stated that they had another issue that one person had raised about the Concord Town Line.  He said they had not yet finalized a response, but in 2000 the Concord Town Line was checked.  He said that had been done, according to R. Young, because there were Embden residents saying it was not where it should be.  He stated that by State of Maine law (at the time) it was supposed to be done every 10 years and had not been done since the early 1900s.  He added they had found the monument in Solon and New Portland/Lexington and drawn a straight line.  He said as a result most people were satisfied but there was one property that had a structure that had been in Concord and was now in Embden.  He stated the Assessors were under the impression the issue was in court, but one of the owners had come in to question why Concord property was being classified as land in Embden in 2011, and they had found out that it was not in court.  He stated that this then opened up a whole new issue, and they wanted to know if the Selectmen wanted them to seek a legal opinion before sending a letter to the owners.  C. Taylor stated he wanted to support the Assessors position, but recommended they run it by the town’s attorney.  E. Pratt asked if this was a case of someone gaining land and another person losing it.  R. Hatch said yes, the deeds say “to the town line.”
5.4.7 R. Hatch stated that the judge had made a decision on the abatement process with Balise.  He asked if they wanted to request that the County Commissioners help to pay for court costs.  He added that he didn’t feel that he would get anywhere, but part of the problem was the way the case was handled by the County Commissioners, one in particular.  E. Pratt stated she though they should share with the Commissioners.  Discussion continued.  C.Taylor stated he would draft a letter.  
5.5 Planning Board – 
5.5.1 L. Mayo stated the PB met last Thursday and issued 4 permits.  
5.5.2 He stated that Roosevelt’s 60 days are up, so the issue was back in the hands of the BOS/CEO.  He added the PB was drafting a letter.  R. Dunphy stated the issue was back in the hands of the BOS with his recommendation to go to court. He said, “I called him and he said ‘sorry,’ and I told him sorry don’t cut bait.”  He asked that it be added to the next BOS agenda.  
5.5.3 L. Mayo stated there was a lot of building going on but not much on paper.
5.6 Plumbing Inspector – L. Mayo stated he had turned in his quarterly report to the town clerk last week.
5.7 Board of Appeals – No Report.
5.8 Code Enforcement Officer – 
5.8.1 R. Dunphy stated Roosevelt had been out of compliance for 2 years.  L. Mayo said the penalty was $100 per day.
5.8.2 R. Dunphy said he was still dealing with an issue on Hancock, another wastewater issue, and a trailer in SLZ.

5.9 Health Officer – R. Dunphy stated he had nothing to report..
5.10 Road Commissioner – No Report.
5.11 M.S.A.D. #74 – No Report.  
5.12 Recreational Director – No Report.
5.13 Town Clerk/Treasurer – 
5.13.1 B. Baker submitted the following reports: a Check Reconciliation report, a Treasurer’s Report, a Treasurer’s report of Outstanding Liened Taxes, and an Expense-Revenue Report.
5.13.2 She showed them the sticker from Madison for Waste Management.
5.13.3 She stated that she would like to attend the September 18th Annual MTCCA Conference & Networking Day in Waterville.  BOS approved. 
5.13.4 They discussed vacation time for both R. Blake and B. Baker. B. Baker will be on vacation from Thursday, August 9th – Friday, August 17th (Returning August 21st), R. Blake will be out from Tuesday, August 14th – Wednesday, August 22nd (Returning August 23rd).  BOS approved. E. Pratt made a motion (2nd – C. Taylor) to close the office the week of August 13-17. (3-0)
5.14 Registrar of Voters:  B. Baker stated as many people or more attended the STM as the March town meeting.  She stated she would have the official minutes for the next meeting.
5.15 Tax Collector – 
5.15.1 R. Blake stated she had put on 68 liens ($70,418 w/o costs).
5.15.2 R. Blake stated they had talked about putting TRIO on hold.  She said that Claudia had told her “many times” not to do it because it won’t let her take care of her customers like she usually does.

5.15.3 She stated that she needed memory for her computer.  C. Taylor stated he would call the IT guy.
5.16 Community Center –
5.16.1 W. McLaughlin asked what the consensus was.  C. Taylor replied that he didn’t think they had gotten one.  E. Pratt stated she thought it was the dam and the windows.  C. Taylor asked if they were recommending the lowest bids.  W. McLaughlin said yes.  C. Taylor made a motion (2nd – E. Pratt) to allow W. McLaughlin to line up all work needed at the Community Center as the BOS have prioritized. (3-0) C. Taylor stated they would continue reviewing heating systems.  R. Young said he thought the pellet system would be cheaper.  W. McLaughlin stated he would ask the representative to attend a meeting.  Discussion continued.
5.16.2 W. McLaughlin asked if there were any figures yet on the supper. R. Blake said she didn’t know.  She said that there had been 2 bags of steak left and it was given to Henry Hinman who donated $100 for it.
5.16.3 E. Pratt stated that some people were upset that they continued to have suppers even though the Methodist Church was having their suppers on Saturdays in July.

5.16.4 W. McLaughlin stated they were trying to come up with ideas for a sign.  BOS reviewed and discussed.

5.17 Emergency Management Directors – No Report.
6 Board of Selectpersons Concerns: 
6.1 W. McLaughlin asked how they were coming on the steps.  C. Taylor stated W. Atwood was going to do some the same level as the door.

6.2 C. Taylor stated Myles Durkin had submitted a quote for the painting (interior) & pressure washing at the town office of $855.

6.3 C. Taylor stated they needed to pay S. Govoni and the Historical Society.

6.4 He stated he had received the MMA bill for property and casualty insurance. 

7 Old Business: 
7.1 BOS reviewed and signed Bolmer easements.
8 New Business: 
9 Correspondence: 
9.1 BOS reviewed correspondence.  They gave B. Baker the salary survey from MMA to complete.
10 Community Relations, Announcements, and Open Public Forum:

10.1 Open Public Forum: 
10.1.1 C. Taylor stated E. Ketchum had brought it to his attention that the town needed an ordinance for the cleaning up of junk properties.  Discussion continued.
10.1.2 R. Blake said she had gotten a phone call about a noise ordinance from someone looking to start a race track.

11 Executive Session (Non-Public) (ME§405): None 

12 Next Meeting Announcement & Adjournment

12.1  Next Regular Selectperson’s Meeting – Monday, August 6, 2012.
12.2 Motion to adjourn made by W. McLaughlin (2nd- E. Pratt). (3-0) Adjourned 20:55.
Minutes submitted by:
Bonnie A. Baker
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